
 

 

Annual General Meeting Report - Wednesday, October 20, 2021 
 
It is a pleasure to welcome our St. Clement’s community to the Annual General 
Meeting this evening, and to present my report on the 2020-2021 school year, 
 
I think it is safe to say that the last year has been the most challenging thus far for our 
school in decades as a result of the global COVID-19 pandemic. As a result of the 
remarkable work by our Administrative Team, teachers and staff, we moved or 
‘pivioted’ several times from a challenging hybrid model of instruction involving both 
in-person and live streaming, to fully virtual, back to hybrid and then, finally back to 
virtual. I share this because as I reflect on the 2020-2021 year, despite these hardships, 
I am enormously proud that the School continued to provide its trademark rigorous 
learning experience while also maintaining a strong sense of community. While things 
were not perfect along the way, we learned much and, perhaps most importantly, we 
have been reminded of the opportunities for learning that happens when we are 
challenged outside of our comfort zones. This should be seen as a gift for all of us in our 
community as it has put the imperatives of our strategic plan 2025 front and centre- 
not just for the school but, I hope, for parents. 
 
Launching our Strategic Plan 2025 last year was an important step in the continued 
work to ensure our students’ learning experience is second to none and that we are 
preparing them for a future far different than what we, as the adults in their lives, were 
schooled for. As we say on our strategic plan microsite launched last year, “In an ever-
changing world, where predictability is far more elusive, the importance of knowing 
oneself and believing in one’s capacity to handle new situations has never been more 
important. Learning is about the process, not the product. Far beyond acquiring 
content in specific disciplines, possessing the tools and skills to be responsive to change 
and the ability to be flexible as one adapts is paramount.” 
 
This plan holds our students at the centre with a goal to equip courageous and 
adaptable learners and empower them to make impactful contributions in local, 
national, and global communities.  
 
To do this, we are seeking to fulfill the following four objectives: 

• Ensure curricular and co-curricular experiences that challenge students to value 
learning as an outcome in itself 

• Help students navigate their own personal learning journey and understand their 
strengths 

• Empower students to engage in and contribute to a community in which 
everyone is known and valued 

• Provide the resources and tools to cultivate self-awareness and support holistic 
development 

 
Finally, to support the work of our strategic plan, last year saw an exciting and 
significant focus on realizing several stages of our Campus Master Plan. 
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Over the course of last year, significant time was invested in arranging gatherings for 
all our parents and meeting with a large number of them to inform them of our 
campus master planning. This initially included sharing the proposed building and 
renovation plans of Phase1-a transformational step for their daughters’ learning. 
Following these group meetings have been many individual family meetings to 
discuss their participation in our Trailblazer Campaign to ensure our vision becomes a 
reality as soon as possible. Latterly, with the Eglinton Orange Hall’s decision to put 
their land on the market, Phase 2 of our campus master plan has also come into 
close focus and there is very positive momentum with, we hope, acquisition of the 
land in the near future.  
 
Needless to say, last year saw a huge amount of work that will most certainly set St. 
Clement’s up for an exciting future where our Clementines are prepared for a 
dynamic future and the School’s presence in the heart of our local community is 
solidified. 
 
And, speaking of Clementines prepared for the future, at the end of the 2020-2021 
school year, we bid farewell to the Graduates of 2021.  We were able to hold a series 
of in person, formal graduations for a small number of graduates at a time and then 
created an online summary celebration of these in June.  There was a special visit and 
words of advice from SCS Alumna, H. E. Ayesha Rekhi, Ambassador of Canada to the 
Czech Republic, Class of 1992.  Our 59 graduates of 2021 were accepted into their 
universities of choice in a broad variety of fields of study; six in the U.S. and 51 at 
Canadian universities of every size and in every region. 
 
Our 2021 Grads and their parents are the seventh graduation year in a row to endow 
a Grad Class Scholarship Fund for financial assistance.  This outstanding achievement 
leaves a legacy with which each girl can connect in the years ahead.  It also reinforces 
an example for future graduating classes.  The securing of endowments for financial 
assistance enables the School to fulfil what has always been a priority - ensuring that 
mission-fit students regardless of means are able to attend St. Clement’s.  The class of 
2021 and their parents raised $38,863, the most raised to date of any class- a 
remarkable and appreciated feat during such a unique time.   
 
This past year our students continued with leading Advanced Placement 
achievements. This past year there were 38 Scholars with an average score of 4 on a 
scale of 1-5. We had 19 AP Scholars, 6 AP Scholars with Honour, 13 AP Scholars with 
Distinction, 1 student achieved their AP International Diploma, 1 achieved their AP 
Capstone Diploma and their AP Seminar and Research Certificate. 
 
Our students are involved in many academic contests and competitions over the 
school year and continue to achieve impressive results. 
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St. Clement’s students normally write many Math and Science contests, and despite 
many being cancelled, we continued to see great success as well as providing the 
students with an increased variety of opportunities to extend their learning: 

 
Math 
● Despite being online for the 2020-2021 season of Math Contests, we 

continued to have strong and enthusiastic participation from our students.   
● Over 100 mathematics contests were written by students in Grades 9 to 12. 
● We had excellent results, earning 31 certificates of distinction across grades 

in the Waterloo competitions. 
● In the Canadian Senior and Intermediate Mathematics Competitions, both 

our Grade 9-10 Team and our Grade 11-12 Team ranked in the top 50 schools 
nation-wide.  In fact, our Grade 9-10 Team placed 38th in Canada.   

● We continued to offer student-led Middle School and Senior School Math 
Clubs which were well-attended. 

● Our Senior Math Team trained together and went on to proudly represent 
SCS at the Canadian Team Mathematics Contest. 
 

Science 
● SCS competed in the Chem 13 News Chemistry Contest and the results were 

impressive, one Grade 12 student placed 19th in Canada and U.S.  one 
Grade 11 student placed 80th in Canada and U.S. and another Grade 11 
student placed 41st in Toronto out of 122 participants. 

● The Senior Science Club worked on a project that could be done virtually 
and created a comic storyboard called COVID-19: Prepare to Be Aware. 
The comic was then used to educate students in Grades 5 to 9 in preparation 
for a presentation about COVID-19 and vaccines, it was facilitated by SCS 
alumna Dr. Cynthia Pun ‘99, a Family Physician at Parkdale Queen West 
Community Health Centre. Dr. Pun spoke to our students about the SARS-
CoV-2 virus and the disease caused by the virus known as COVID-19 and 
about the various vaccines and how they work, as well as answered 
questions from the students, including the Senior Science Club. It was 
wonderful to see the Ontario Medical Association section on Pediatrics 
promote the comic to their Twitter page and include it in their newsletter. 

● Several student teams competed in the virtual Toronto Science Fair last year, 
coordinated by the STEM committee leadership. 

● Several Senior School students attended two events hosted by University of 
Toronto. The first was a Stem Cell Mediated Repair in Organ Systems, which 
included a hands-on blood typing activity; the second was Bioengineering 
Day hosted by Let’s Talk Science where students learned about COVID-19 
testing, Biofabrication, Gene Editing, Nanotech and AI and Robotics. 

 
In the face of the pandemic, SCS’ Social Science students looked to virtual co-
curricular programs and competitions. Our Business Studies students participated in 
Junior Achievement’s Investment Strategies Program, a multi-week virtual stock market 
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challenge.  Over 100 students participated in the Canadian Geographic Challenge’s 
preliminary rounds.  The Southern Ontario Model United Nations Assembly (SOMA) ran 
virtually this year, and St. Clement’s had 10 students participate as delegates.  In 
addition, some students participated in a pilot volunteer project in which they 
transcribed primary source material for a national collection. 
 
In the Junior School, students were provided opportunities for cross-curricular learning 
- making connections across areas of study. For example, students completed an art 
inquiry linked to the social studies or science curriculum. Our Grade 3s learned how to 
write a thesis statement for a persuasive speech based on a UN Sustainable 
Development goal. Students were also immersed in Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 
learning through project-based learning, Literature Circles, visits with guest authors, 
layered with connections to the curriculum and our community partnerships. Social 
Emotional Learning was embedded in the learning with a focus on growth mindset 
and reflection, with a specific focus on math. Finally, the new math curriculum 
strengthened the work on our open ended, problem-based math approach and 
provided opportunities for problem-based learning, particularly in the new coding 
and financial literacy curriculum. 
 
Our Languages Department had many achievements last year: 
 

French  (French proficiency diploma program (aka DELF)  
● A group of 25 students were able to meet virtually on a weekly basis in 

preparation for the exams and while several exams were cancelled, a group 
of five students completed the exam. 

o two students successfully completed the A2 certification; 
o three students successfully completed their B1 certification. 

 
Classical Languages 
● Scribo International Latin composition contest 

o one student was awarded the cum laude certificate; 
o one student was awarded the magna cum laude certificate. 

● Medusa Mythology Exam: 
o three students won the cum laude certificate; 
o two students won the magna cum laude certificate; 
o one student was awarded silver, maxima cum laude; 
o one student was awarded gold, summa cum laude. 

● National Latin Exam written in the spring: 
o two students achieved results cum laude; 
o one student achieved results magna cum laude; 
o five students were awarded silver, maxima cum laude for their 

achievements; 
o three students were awarded gold, summa cum laude for their 

achievements. 
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● National Classical Etymology Exam is optional where students examine 
English words derived from Latin and Greek roots: 

● The Ontario Student Classics Conference held virtual events, including a 
number of province-wide Kahoots. 

o one student came in 5th place in Latin vocabulary and 
derivatives; 

o one student earned both a 4th and 3rd place finish in two 
separate mythology contests. 

o one student won a bronze medal; 
o one student won a silver medal; 
o one student won a gold medal. 

As one might imagine, the debate and public speaking program looked very 
different in 2020-21 than it has in the past. After trying a few small online tournaments 
in the spring of 2020, the world of virtual debating and public speaking hit its stride in 
2020-21. Weekly meetings and workshops went online, and SCS students had the 
opportunity to compete in a variety of tournaments throughout the academic year. 
Junior and senior students participated in a series of Ontario Student Debating Union 
(OSDU)-sponsored events and university tournaments, including McGill and York. 
Along with these virtual debating tournaments, SCS students also competed in online 
public speaking events, including the Ontario Provincial Junior Public Speaking 
Championships and the annual Nora McCrae Public Speaking Tournament. Our 
team had a mix of novice and experienced debaters, the latter of whom consistently 
finished in the top quarter of OSDU events. Of special note, grade 9 student Jade 
Thomas qualified for the Canadian National Junior Public Speaking Championships, 
and grade 11 student (and Debate Head) Gabrielle Moreau was the first-place 
speaker in the senior OSDU-sponsored debate tournament. We're looking forward to 
another full debating and public speaking season for 2021-22, with one event 
already under our belts and two more coming up before the end of October. 

Our Clementines have continued to excel in Computer Science and Robotics.  Our 
programs have grown and have inspired students over the past year. 
 
Lego Robotics was not run last year due to pandemic related complications, however, 
the senior Robotics team met remotely and built competition robots. Unfortunately, 
due to the third wave of the pandemic, they could not ultimately compete in the live 
remote competitions without access to the school.  We did send robotics kits home to 
new students to the program, who built robots at home and competed over Google 
Meet on various challenges. 
  
The Programming Team competed in the Beaver Computing Challenge, Canadian 
Computing Competition (CCC) and the Educational Computing Organization of 
Ontario (ECOO) competition. With SCS students winning awards of distinction awards 
at all of these contests. 
 



6 | Page 
 

There are no Athletics results to report as nothing was run last year due to 
pandemic related complications. 
 
It was a challenging year for participants undertaking their Duke of Ed Awards.   COVID 
restrictions meant it was hard to complete some of the community and activity-based 
programs.  Students were creative and undertook projects such as sending cards to 
seniors and home-based activities such as cooking.  The Adventurous Journey took on 
a new meaning as students couldn’t arrange their usual outdoor trips.  The new Virtual 
Adventurous Journey at Bronze and Silver level allowed students the opportunity to 
undertake their training, practice and assessed virtual journeys all online in small 
groups.  While not the same as getting outdoors it did mean students could continue 
to progress through the Award levels.  As well, ten students finished the requirement for 
the Blue Anchor Award and five the Red Anchor Award. 
 
Despite COVID-19 restrictions, Dramatic Arts continued to flourish last year at SCS with 
both the Middle and Senior School producing virtual performances of Johnathan 
Rand's Law & Order: Fairy Tale Unit and Alan Haehnel's Property Rites, respectively.  
Both productions were well attended online and highlighted the strong creative 
ingenuity within our community. 
 
SCS musicians were equally as engaged during the 2020-2021 school year, performing 
at the various e-ssemblies, in addition to our virtual Carol Service, Closing Ceremonies, 
and Graduation Celebration.  The pandemic provided SCS students with the 
opportunity to explore digital music compilation and audio/video production.  SCS 
students were instrumental in coordinating the Virtual Music Ensemble co-curricular 
program throughout the year, as well as programming our spring concert:  SCS 
Presents:  Music From a Distance.  In addition, the AMU3M Music class prepared an 
engaging rendition of Peter Gabriel's Sledgehammer for UTS's virtual Battle of the Bands 
in the spring. 
 
SCS's passion for the Visual Arts was also on display at our fully virtual Spring Showcase.  
Here students had the opportunity to share their artwork from throughout the year with 
the wider community. Our Arts Captain and her VPAC Team were instrumental in 
compiling student works from throughout the year into an interactive virtual art gallery 
for all to enjoy.  
 
Redefine Design was the theme of Lumina last year.  The show’s producer and team 
reworked the Lumina theme, changed nomenclature and ideas to make it equitable 
and accessible to all, this included Grade 9s as apprentices and designs drawn by 
Grade 5 and 6.  A team of designers, designs supports, and tech supports created an 
online version of Lumina.  Videos were prepared by designers who talked about the 
design process and how their designs were sustainable.  Creativity and innovation led 
to some stunning designs, uniquely showcased in outdoor settings.  The designers were 
given sage advice from a fashion designer for a well-known brand in Italy, and the 
Directors of The Kasiisi Project spoke of their passion for education and sustainability in 
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Uganda, and how the funds raised will go towards bee hives which will be located 
around Kibale National Forest to protect it from elephants. 
 
As we continue to build understanding of and engagement in communities beyond 
our school walls, we seek to provide students and staff at St. Clement’s with the 
opportunity to learn about our community and different needs within it, to say thank 
you and further strengthen existing partnerships. 
 
Although the landscape of co-curriculars changed online we remained engaged with 
many community activities last year. Our senior students led many online events to 
engage the entire community including a Terry Fox Run, step-a-thon, school wide 
triathlon, baking competitions, cooking challenges, craft activities, and more. Our 
senior leaders continued to run clubs and activities through Google Meet. There were 
several new initiatives including co-curricular challenges and activities program for our 
Junior School students to complete in lockdown at home. Senior students made videos 
to demonstrate activities for our younger students.   
 
Junior School students continued with a robust co-curricular program throughout the 
year; it was embedded in the weekly schedule. Students had virtual visits from global 
guests, including alumni from across Canada. Grade 3 continued the penpal 
partnership with seniors from St. Clement’s Church and our primary classes were 
offered STEAM activities, taking advantage of learning from home to engage in 
things like outdoor nature activities, building projects, baking and cooking. Morning 
Meetings across the grades provided opportunities for shared learning as students 
took turns leading the class discussions.  
 
 The Round Square continued to offer international connections through virtual 
conference and exchanges. SCS hosted a postcard event with attendees from over 
15 countries. Our Grade 6 class also connected in a virtual exchange with St. George’s 
College in Peru through a Globe Trotters co-curricular activity. We also worked with 
partners ALIVE Outdoors to run “Connectivals” for grades 4 – 9. Students completed 
missions requiring problem solving and collaboration. These were meaningful days that 
involved grade wide bonding, fun, and connection. 
  
St. Clement’s continued to engage with many organizations in the community. Our 
students made cards for Women’s College Hospital Breast Cancer patients. There was 
a slipper knitting project for The Redwood, a Toronto women’s shelter. Slippers were 
received from students, alumni, parents, and staff. St. Clement’s students also formed 
a committee to support Capes for Kids. A movie night helped raise awareness for 
children with disabilities and money from the event was donated to Holland Bloorview.  
 
This past year was, without a doubt, incredibly challenging and, indeed taxing on 
everyone- our students, faculty and staff, Administration, parents and broader 
community. However, it is often during times of difficulty when the strength of a 
community is evident- and this was no exception. Opportunities to connect were, in 



8 | Page 
 

some ways, increased with the opportunity to gather feedback and enter into 
conversation that allows ongoing improvement. 
 
I am enormously grateful for the many important conversations that have informed our 
work around equity, diversity and inclusion between students, staff, Board members 
and, last year, our Alum. These will serve to strengthen our community and contribute 
to a place where all community members are empowered to engage in and 
contribute to a community where everyone is known and valued. We look forward to 
extending these conversations to our parents and addressing particular processes and 
systems that contribute to more equitable experiences. 
 
I am grateful to Nancy Hotson, our President of the Parents’ Association and her team 
who supported our staff generously and sought unique ways to keep our community 
connected. To Ali Azzopardi, our President of the Alumnae Association, thank you for 
your leadership and time with our Executive. I was so thrilled to see the engagement 
between SCS Alumnae and our current students. 
 
Unlike last year at this time, I feel the light at the end of the COVID tunnel is getting 
closer as the arrival of vaccinations for children aged 5-12 is imminent. I continue to be 
very grateful for the unrelenting support of our Board of Governors who, as volunteers, 
have continued to give so much of their time and expertise to me and our School. This 
support cannot be underestimated during difficult times like these and on behalf of 
our students, staff, parents and Alumnae I thank you. I would be remiss if I didn’t 
expressly thank both Chair Karen McKay and Past Chair Brian Denega with whom I 
have met with weekly and who have been consistently sage guides, sounding boards 
and advisors. Thank you, Karen and Brian. 
 
We are saying goodbye to three Governors this evening and their time, energy and 
support has been so important to the School. I express thanks to Julia Foster who 
chaired our Property Committee and led strongly during what has been a very exciting 
time, Poonam Puri, who chaired our Governance Committee and contributed 
tremendously particularly as the School was accredited in January of 2020 and to 
Kennis Tong who has been an active and creative contributor to our Advancement 
Committee. Your time, talent and financial support has contributed to our School’s 
development and for that I am very grateful. 
 
It bears repeating my final words last year: that the events of the past year have taught 
us much about the strength of community. Not only have we weathered another year 
navigating the dynamic realities of a pandemic, but we have also attended to 
important and strategic initiatives that will stand our students and our school in good 
stead for the future. Thank you to our entire community. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Martha Perry ’85 
Principal 


