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Principal’s Report 
October 26, 2022 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome our St. Clement’s community to the Annual General Meeting 
this evening, and to present my report on the 2021-2022 school year. 

Our 2021-2022 school year saw the continued evolution from full virtual schooling to, 
ultimately, a more normal final few months. The experience of the pandemic continued to be 
challenging through last year however, it has also confirmed my belief that our school- and 
its staff and leadership team and, as a result our students- have been outstanding in their 
navigation of challenging times. We have much about which to be proud. 

I believe that the end of the school year was, in many ways a celebration of not just last year 
but also our persistence and success over the last two and a half years. We were particularly 
pleased to be able to have our Closing Ceremonies in-person once again at Massey Hall to 
wrap up our school year and bid farewell and best wishes to the Graduating Class of 2022. 
Our 59 graduates were accepted into their universities of choice in a broad variety of fields of 
study, at schools of every size, with 39 students going to universities in Ontario, 12 elsewhere 
in Canada, 5 in the United States, 2 in the United Kingdom, and 1 in Ireland. 

Our 2022 Grads and their parents are the eighth graduation year in a row to endow a Grad 
Class Scholarship Fund for financial assistance.  This outstanding achievement leaves a 
legacy with which each alum can connect in the years ahead.  It also reinforces an example 
for future graduating classes.  The securing of endowments for financial assistance enables 
the School to fulfil what has always been a priority - ensuring that mission-fit students 
regardless of means are able to attend St. Clement’s.  The class of 2022 and their parents 
raised $40,500, which sets a record for the most raised to date for any SCS graduating class. 

As is cited in our strategic plan 2025 which was launched in January of 2020, we are taking a 
leadership role in learning- one where we know our Clementines will be leaders in an ever-
changing world. This will come as a result of continued academic rigour and a focus on 
curriculum that challenges students to see learning as the goal in and of itself. As such, we 
must consider what learning success looks like and how we celebrate it. 

Our students are afforded many opportunities to enrich their learning and to challenge 
themselves. 

The School has aligned our learning approach with research based New Pedagogies for Deep 
Learning whose purpose is to foster deep learning so that “all learners contribute to the 
common good, address global challenges and flourish in a complex world.” Key is the six Cs- 
or global competencies: character, creativity, critical thinking, collaboration, citizenship, and 
communication and these are achieved by engaging and leveraging four elements of 
learning design:  

• learning partnerships beyond just students and teachers; 
• learning environments: not just culturally but also physically and virtually; 
• digital interaction to enhance learning and; finally, 
• a variety of teaching models. 



2 
 

Eligible students continued to be offered enrichment through our Advanced Placement 
Program that has, itself, evolved to ensure students are guided from simply content 
acquisition to being challenged to learn how to learn. Students are able to take the 
equivalent of a first-year university course during their time in high school. This past year. 
these courses continued to be highly prescribed with the AP Capstone Diploma providing 
opportunities for those enrolled to hone their skills in research, analysis, evidence-based 
argumentation, collaboration, and communication. Students have articulated that they 
come out of these experiences with sound academic skills and the ability to be successful 
beyond high school. 

Our students are involved in many academic contests and competitions over the school year 
and continue to achieve impressive results. It was especially exciting for many of these 
contests to return in-person after having been online during the pandemic, as well as many 
other opportunities for students to enhance their learning. 

Math 
In the Senior School, we offered 11 different contest opportunities. We had strong and 
enthusiastic participation from our students, and over 100 mathematics contests were 
written.  We had excellent results, earning 22 certificates of distinction in grades 9-12.  

In the Middle School, we increased math enrichment opportunities for students by offering 2 
contests (the AMC and Gauss) and continuing with our Middle School Club, which was well-
attended. 

We also successfully implemented the new Grade 9 math curriculum. 

Science 
Chemistry teachers initiated a co-curricular club dedicated to chemistry contest preparation 
for interested students. 

Four grade 12 participants competed in the Chem 13 News Chemistry Contest, and the 
results were impressive. One Grade 12 student placed in the 94th percentile in Toronto. 
Twenty-four Grade 11 students participated in the Avogadro’s Contest, and one student 
placed in the 98th percentile in Canada and 8 out of 606 participants in Toronto. 

The STEM Committee advertised and encouraged students to participate in the Toronto 
Youth STEM & Innovation Conference. This is a free virtual event entirely run by GTA high 
school students for high school students, and it is an excellent opportunity for students with 
an interest in STEM to learn about careers in the field and speak with professionals. The 2021-
2022 conference had many exciting speakers including neurologists, investment bankers, 
engineers, and veterinarians. 

Several senior school students attended the Bioengineering Day hosted by Let’s Talk Science, 
a one-day virtual event where students learned about current Bioengineering topics and 
careers. 

Social Science 
Students participated in a variety of co-curricular Social Science programs both within and 
beyond the walls of SCS. 



3 
 

Students from Grades 9-12 participated in a simulated provincial election that coincided with 
Ontario’s vote. Students in our Business Studies program competed in a six-week stock 
market simulation, building and modifying their portfolios to earn the biggest short-term 
return on their investments. 

Marissa Magnesson, Cree-Métis artist, photographer and workshop leader whose research 
explores Indigenous methodologies using beadwork visited SCS to lead a Métis Beading 
Workshop and talk to students about intergenerational healing and cultural revitalization.  

Some History students participated in a volunteer project to transcribe primary source 
material for a national collection. Geography students in Grades 9-12 took part in a series of 
topical online summits with participants from around the world. Topics included “Adding 
Urgency to Earth Day” and “Finding Honest Approaches to Service Learning”. Our Law 
students were visited by a number of guest speakers in the field, including Justice Joe 
Callaghan and Melissa Eldridge of BLG LLP. 

Languages 
A group of Classics students travelled to Humberside C.I. in May for the first in-person Classics 
event in 2.5 years. The students engaged in friendly competition rounds related to Classics 
trivia (Latin, Roman Life, Mythology, and Roman History). Students took part in a number of 
challenging competitions outside their regular curriculum including the National Latin 
Exam, The National Classical Etymology Exam and the Medusa Mythology Exam. In French, 
fifty students participated in the Diploma in the Studies of French Language (DELF). Thirty of 
these students chose to pursue their particular level diplomas.  

Junior School 
In the Junior School, students were provided opportunities for cross-curricular learning, 
making connections across areas of study. For example, Grade 6 students completed a 
sustainability art inquiry linked to the social studies and science curriculum. Our Grade 3s 
learned how to write a thesis statement for a persuasive speech based on a UN Sustainable 
Development goal. 

We had a continued focus on mindfulness, growth mindset, and reflection. This culminated 
in the spring Student Progress Conversations, where students met with their parents and 
teacher to share their personal reflections of their learning and the goals they have set for 
next steps as a learner. The Grade 6s piloted portfolios as a means to record these reflections. 

Junior School students were immersed in Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion learning through 
shared experiences in classes and weekly during Junior School Community Time Assemblies. 
These assemblies were student-led and included guest authors, musicians, an Indigenous 
elder, and SCS alum.  

Junior School students returned to in-person activities with their Reading Buddies, and the 
Grade 6s launched a new initiative for the primary students called “Coding Buddies”. Parents 
where again invited to visit classrooms virtually to share a special talent, interest, or to read a 
story. Senior student leaders returned to lead Junior School activities and House events for 
Junior School students. At the end of the school year, the Grade 5s and 6s had the 
opportunity to attend an outdoor, leadership experience at Camp Green Acres. 
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Debate and Public Speaking. 
The 2021-22 season of debate and public speaking featured a wide range of events, from local 
high school debates to international public speaking competitions. As more organizations 
embraced online formats, more opportunities became available to SCS debaters and 
speakers than ever before. 
Junior and senior students participated in a series of Ontario Student Debating Union 
(OSDU)-sponsored events and university tournaments; of particular note was the Women 
and Gender Minorities tournament hosted by Hart House at the University of Toronto, where 
SCS participated for the first time ever. Furthermore, after a one-year hiatus, St. Clement's 
students took part in the International Independent Schools Public Speaking tournament, 
hosted (online) by Armbrae Academy & King's Edgehill in Halifax. Also returning was the 
Fulford League, for which St. Clement's hosted in the winter the first debating tournament 
since the pandemic struck. Our students finished the season strong at the annual Nora 
McCrae Public Speaking Tournament, hosted in the spring by Branksome Hall.  

Robotics and Computer Programming 
The Programming Team met regularly throughout the year. The Educational Computing 
Organization of Ontario (ECOO) competition did not happen due to COVID. However, the 
team did complete in the University of Waterloo’s Canadian Computing Competition (CCC) 
and Beaver Computing Challenge demonstrating distinction for their performance in these 
national competitions. 

The Senior VEX Robotics Team had a record 40 students participating, divided into eight 
different teams.  Due to the pandemic, official competitions weren’t held, but students did 
have the opportunity to compete in unofficial tournaments run by fellow CAIS schools. One 
of the grade 9 teams was particularly successful, reaching the final of the competition at St. 
Michaels College School.  

In January 2022, a new Middle School VEX-IQ robotics club was created. The club was open to 
all students in Grades 6-8 and met once a week after school. Due to COVID restrictions, 
groups were separated by grade level. There was a great deal of interest and enthusiasm in 
club activities while students learned the basics of building and driving a robot, coding, and 
completing challenges. While the Middle School club was unable to compete in inter-school 
competitions last year, many returning students look forward to competing this year.  

Athletics 
We were thrilled to transition gradually back into the swing of all things athletic! With COVID 
protocols still in place, we had a blend of some outdoor teams who competed in the CISAA 
and some clinic-based cohorted groups where students developed skills and played with 
peers. We also introduced an exciting new sport, Disc Golf, which was a great sport to play 
during the pandemic. It was popular and continued into this year.  

Our competitive athletes did well across the board in the 2021/22 athletic season: 

Cross Country Team – students made it all the way to OFSAA, and our top finisher came 
fourth in the Junior Girls’ division at the highly competitive provincial championships; 
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• Cross Country Team – students made it all the way to OFSAA, and our top finisher 
came fourth in the Junior Girls’ division at the highly competitive provincial 
championships; 

• Junior Volleyball Team – went on to play in the final four; 
• Alpine Ski Team – were CISAA Champions; and 
• Senior Track and Field – students had an excellent season, and a number of athletes 

qualified for the OFSAA championship meet. 

Duke of Ed Awards 
The Duke of Edinburgh International Award program continued to play an important role in 
students' experiential learning this past school year. Despite ongoing challenges due to the 
pandemic, participants found creative ways to complete the components of the award; for 
example, many students participated in the virtual and semi-virtual adventurous journey 
options and engaged in physical recreation and skill development opportunities within the 
school community. Over the course of the school year, 14 students completed their Bronze, 8 
students completed their Silver, and 1 student earned her Gold award. 

Within the middle school Anchor Awards program, 10 students earned their Blue Anchor 
Award and 5 students earned their Red Anchor Award. 

Arts 
The Arts at St. Clement’s continued to thrive during the 2021 - 2022 school year, despite some 
COVID-19 restrictions still being in place. 

Dramatic Arts at SCS flourished as demonstrated through the Middle School and Senior 
School performances. The Middle School production was The Wizard of Oz, while Senior 
School students performed Little Women. Both productions were live streamed to a virtual 
audience with innovative multi-camera technology, which was run completely by students.  

Musicians at St. Clement’s also had the opportunity to perform virtually and in-person at 
various assemblies and whole school events. Students showcased their passion for music 
with performances at our virtual Carol Service, and in-person performances of the Junior 
School and Upper School Choirs, as well as the Jazz Band, at the Closing Ceremonies. The 
senior music class also performed a concert on the roof to a live audience of their peers.  

SCS visual artists displayed their artwork throughout the school during the 2021-2022 school 
year, which brought a sense of magic to the halls. Our spring showcase, Sights and Sounds of 
Spring, was a live-streamed multimedia concert with videos, live performances, music 
compositions, and a visual arts showcase. This showcase included a virtual gallery of student 
work from Grades 7 - 12, organized entirely by the School’s Arts Captain. Our Arts Banquet 
was a huge success, with students gathering in person to participate in workshops hosted by 
guest artists. Student artists also created posters for School plays and events, as well as the 
winter card design and yearbook cover. 

Lumina 
The Lumina Fashion and Design Show last year had a theme of “The Future of Fashion”; more 
than 60 senior school designers created clothing that explored what fashion will look like in 
the future and the importance of sustainability. 
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The virtual show included 10 scenes, each with its own designer, design support team, and 
creative scene director. Many of the stunning designs were showcased through dance 
performances. Money raised from the show was donated to The Kasiisi Project to help 
protect the planet for future generations; this year, it provided students in Uganda with 
educational colouring books which educate the students about sustainability and raise 
money for the conservation of the Kibale Forest. 

Co-curriculars and community partnerships 
Last year was an exciting one for our co-curricular programs. It was full of progress and 
change throughout the year as cohorting requirements loosened and more in-person 
activities started up.  

The whole school had a cohorted co-curricular period or block set on Wednesdays, which 
allowed for a very wide variety of activity offerings and also meant ALL students in Grade 1 - 12 
were active participants in SCS co-curricular programs. There were 6 blocks and over 100 
clubs last year, many new to the SCS community. Student volunteers, student leaders, and 
staff led the blocks. Walk ‘N Talks, Coding, Culture Clubs, Calligraphy, Menstrual Advocacy, 
Debating, Art, and Knitting Outreach are just some examples of clubs that emerged.  

We had many successful fundraisers and community outreach initiatives. Some examples 
include: the Thanksgiving Food Drive, Period Purse Collection, Holiday Hampers for 
Kâpapâmachakwêw School, Knitting Drive to make hats for Redwood Shelter, Capes For Kids 
evening event, prefect fundraisers for June Caldwell Center (formerly Jessie’s Center), and the 
Breast cancer card making initiative for Women’s College Hospital.  

Experiential Learning opportunities and trips continued both online and in person. Full Grade 
ALIVE events were held for Grade 7 - 10 in the fall. Students engaged in team building 
activities and more in Sherwood & Sunnybrook parks, and many field trips went out in the 
spring as COVID protocols changed. Round Square International online experiences 
continued including postcard events and virtual exchanges with students from around the 
globe. Students also participated in online leadership workshops and Envoys Summits on 
various topics.  

By the spring, we were back to a regular athletic season, full school assemblies, and full 
school spirit events. As House Days and spirit events shifted back to in person, the 
enthusiasm and energy they brought were amazing. The Prefects organized some spirit 
fundraisers including a Junior School Campfire event, Middle School Dance, and Upper 
School Amazing Race. In June, a new “Playday” was introduced for Grade 1 – 8, with the Grade 
8 student leaders organizing all the events and Grade 7s assisting on the day. All of these 
spring in person events brought much joy after a long break from larger group gatherings. 

I have been exceptionally grateful for the support of our work over the past year by so many. 
First, to the Administrative Team, who continued last year to be a strong, thoughtful and 
supportive group and who led SCS through another year of COVID ebbing and flowing. I am 
also particularly grateful to and for Chair Karen McKay, Past Chair Brian Denega and our 
strong Board of Governors who have been incredibly supportive and strong as we worked to 
forward our Campus Master Plan Campaign while navigating the pandemic. 
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Thank you to our Parents’ Association- all parents- who were cheerleaders for our staff as we 
worked through the last year with limitations and restrictions. Thank you, Nancy, for your 
time in your role as President .of the PA.  I am also very grateful to our SCS Alums who 
assisted significantly in lending their time and expertise to our Clementines learning and fun 
with virtual visits of all kinds and for all ages.  

We have much about which to be proud when reflecting on the past year. 

This concludes my Annual General Meeting report. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Martha Perry ‘85 
Principal 


